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HC W¢e hacl a nature reserve on our

ClOOf’StCPS. A Place where you are safe to wander Freelg, which is clean and

with beautiful views. Where wildlife is able to thrive and you can escape the stress and

strain of citg life.

A Place where you can have fun, have a Familg Picnic and the kids are free to explore
and Plag. Where you can capturc that amazing Photograph of the citg when the
balloon fiesta is in full swing, or the colourful firework clisplag in Central Bristol from a

tota”g different Perspective.

Those who are more adventurous are able to Forage for wild Fruits, or discover natural
habitats where birds, animals and Plants live. lnquisitive minds can learn more about the

imPortance of local nature conservation and how it fits into the wider global Picture.

Where there are oPl:)ortunities to go walking, running and cgcling. 5|edging takes Placc
when the snow arrives and our four Iegged friends are spoilt with a Plethora of sniging
oPPor’cuni’cies. A space where the pace of life slows down, where you can breathe the
fresh air while stancling in the lungs of south Bristol. This is our vision for the Northern

Slopes.

Here at the Northern Slopes Initiative we Passionatelg believe that good c]ualitg open
space, free to access, is at a Premium when living ina major city like Bristol. It is Places
like the Slopes that we can casilg take for grante& and theg are not missed until theg
are gone. But it’s not onlg about Protecting our open spaces. Itis equa”g about how
we can work together to improve them. Over the Past 12 months we have been working

on our ideas and this is our draft 11 year Plan.

Take a look at what we are suggesting, the ideas are not set in stone - so if you have
comments or suggestions we want to hear from you. Please let us know your t]‘nouglﬂts
and more imPortantlg join us to make it happen. FaceBook Page: h_ttps_//
www.{:acebook.com/grouPs/]77126825777076/ Email: enquiries@nor’chermslo!:)es~

initiative.co.uk Website: ht’cps:/ /www.northern~s|opes~ini’ciative.co.ul<

Bob Franks
Chair: The Northern Slopes Initiative
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OU I Commu ﬂltg . The Northern Slopes are situated b, kilometres to the

south of central Bristol. Theg consist of areas known as Novers Common, Novers,
Kingswear, Glgn Vale and Wedmore Vale (The Bommie). Parts of the Slopes were
dcsignated one of Bristol’s 12 Local Nature Reserves in 2015. Theg are a fantastic ghc’c
from past generations to us in the present; and People in the future.

Our surrouncﬂing community is made up of three Coundil wards, Filwood, Knowle, and
Windmill Hi”, with a Population o{:just over 40,000. We are a socia”g and economica”g
varied community. People with secure careers, homes and social networks living
alongsicle People clesperate to achieve more for themselves and their families. We are
Prcdomina’celg a white British communitg (8%%) with a diverse range of minoritg ethnic

communities.

Regarc”ess of who you are we believe our Parks and Open Spaces, like the Northern
Slopes, should be the space where our communities bond and grow. Theg are vital to
our community we”being, Personal health, and our economy. It is notjust us who are
saying this, but health Progessionals and national charities like Fields in Trust who share

this opinion. In 2018 Fields in Trust Publishecl Revaluing Parks and Green Spaces, which
FOUI"IC]:

o £34 2 billion per year - The we”being value associated
with the Frec]uen’c use of Parks and open spaces.
. £111 million per year - Parks and green spaces are

estimated to save our health service.

These Public spaces become increasir\gly important in our neiglﬁbourhoocls where
some People are living with the consequences of low incomes, poor Phgsical and mental

health, inaclequate housing and social isolation.

There are many things to celebrate when living in one of the UK’s most diverse and
clgnamic cities, but this can also mask issues for those Iiving on the Peripherg of the city
often cut adrift from the oPPor‘cuni’cieS enjogecl bg our fellow Bristolians. In these
circumstances local facilities are very imPortant. They Provicle stabilitg; helping to build

communities.
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Filwood ward remains one of the most dePrived neighbourhoods in Bristol and is among,
the 10% most ciePriveci in England. In 2015 it was also in the toP five wards in Bristol
where income deprivation s aicicecting children. Accorciing to Bristol’s Joint Strategic
Needs assessment 2016 — 2017 (USNA); a document that should drive Public sector
Priorities in the citg:
. The life expec‘cancg gap between the most and least clePriveci areas in the
citg is 9.6 years for men and 79ears for women.
. A higrier Percentage of People (over 20%) with |ong~term health Problems
or disabilitg live in the most dePrived south Bristol wards.

. 35% of People iiving in Filwood ward have below average mental we”being.

. onlg 56% of Peol:)le living in our ciePri\/eci neigribourhoods are Phgsica”g

active.

. Signiiicantig more residents in dePrived areas are diagnosed as being obese

or overweigiit

. Parks and OPen SPaces are Popuiar, with over half (55%) of us visiting
them weeklgj this cirops to 41% in our most deprived neighbouri'ioocis.

In 2018 71% of us are satisfied with the c]uality of our Parks and Open SPaces but this
droPs to45% in Filwood ward.

Bristol Public Parks and OPen SPaces are held in common and managed i:)g Bristol Citg
Council. However budget cuts require the Citg Council to consider ways of saving
money with £2.8 million being cut from Parks Funding up to 2019 and there is a risk this

s |i|<e|9 to continue for the foreseeable future.

As we look to the future and the Posi‘cive role that the Siopes could Play, itis imPortant
to note that the 2011 census identifies that the greatest rise in Bristol’s child Popuiation
15 iikelg to be in south Bristol wards.

“lmProving the avaiiabilitg of quaiitg green spaces will hei]:) reduce inequaii’cies”

The Fair Society, Healthy Lives RePort 2010
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TOdag . The comPlex needs within our community, alignecl with the financial

pressures Facing Bristol City Coundil, gjve cause for genuine concern for the future of the
Northern Slopes. We know there is no single solution to these cha”enges) but working
together to create a sense of stabilit9 for the future of the Slopes will Provicle a goo&
starting Point.

The Northern Slopes attracts an abundance of wilc“hce, notjust from the local area, but
birds that ﬂg in from North and West Africa in the summer, such as Chiffchaffs and
Whitethroats; or from Europe in the winter such as Blackcaps. Birds such as Tawny Owls
from other Parts of Bristol are also s’carting to use the site. l{:gou look caregullg enough
you can see flashes of various colours, such as red from the Robins and Bullfinches in the
greyness of winter. The ge”ows of Bird’s-Foot Trefoil and the Yellow Vetchling (which is
rare in Bristol) brighten up the Slopes in the summer-.

Look even closer under twigs and below stones, and you will find a world of mini-beasts,
creepg~craw|ies and slow worms. Alrcadg we are starting to see more bats, more bees and

butterflies and other tgpes of animals arrive to live on the Northern SIoPes.

While the Northern Slopes are erjogecl bg many People; Problems remain with general
neglect and the continuous threat of Parts of the Slopes being built on.

Budget cuts are biting. Abilitg to resolve minor rePairs and any su%estions of major
improvements, gjven the financial pressures, seem to be limited. We find ourselves
increasinglg ﬁghting for resources. We know this is not the rela’cionship the Council and

other organisations, or ourselves want. It’s a waste of time and energy.

Much is said about wanting to work with communities bg various organisations and we
share in this ambition. We continue to meet, involve local People, Provicle advice to the
City Council on their Plans) help organise activities on the Slopes, assist with the

maintenance of the site and raise money to imProve them where we can.

The realitg is we are also {:acing the bite because cuts in services undermine our
confidence. But now we are seeking our own direction through this Plan. Our numbers are
not growing fast enough to deliver this Plan, s0 we need new blood, energy and purpose.

We have taken the initiative to reignite an ambition and vision for the Slopes in the hope

that mightg oaks from little acorns Zrow.
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TomorrOW. ]59 2050 The whole of the Northern SIOPCS will be a nature reserve

for health and we”being of People and wilc”i{:e) where People can engage in leaming,

volunteering, exercising, escaPing the stresses of modern life and simplg have fun. The

Slopes will have become a Place that sParks curiosi‘cg in young and old alike. A Place of

connection and iclentitg with the local community, a safe and clean space. The SIOPCS will

I‘ICIP strengtlﬁen the bonds across all walks of life in our communitg‘

T]ﬁeg will have remained in Public hands and free to access. We will have achieved this

Vision bg Working with others to meet our 5 Prioritics cluring the lhcespan of our Plan.

Prioritg 1 Planned Acti\/i‘cg

The Northern Slopes a) Aimfor a year on year increase in the number of People

benefits the health and engaged in activities on the Slopes as a result of our work.

we”being of our

communitg. b) Explore how to work with others to extend our activities
to cover social) healt]‘n) leaming and site based activities,
including visiting schools, arranging tours for schools and
groups, arranging specialist walks, extencﬂing Green Gym
and My wild Child to other parts of the Slopes. Organising
dark skg events; wa”dng and running; Picnics; and tedcl9
bear, Fairg and adventure activities.
C) Applg for Funding to support our activities and where
Possible Partner with other communitg organisations.

Prioritg 2 Planned Activitg

Sa{:eguard the a) Lobbg Politicians and other organisations to sageguard the

Northern SIOPes existing 1CootPrint of the Slopes and expand them where Possible.

for current and (cg: through Planning systems and achieving more Protcction

future generations. such as dark skg Protection).
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Prioritg bl Planned Activit9

The Northern a) Encouragc local residents to undertake wildlife survegs/
Slopes Is a monitoring through existing initiatives for the Protection of Birds
ﬂourishing space and Butterﬂg Conservation, (eg: BS3 wilc“in Bioblitz).

for wildlife.
b) Protect and enhance the wildlife interests of the site (eg:
wildflowers for Po“inators, hibernacula for rePtiles, ongoing

management activities) .

<) Attend training to help us do more for wildlife.

Prioritg 4 Planned Activity

More People are a) Recruit a volunteer activities coordinator.
involved in the
imProvement of the b) Listen and talk to local PCOPIC and groups on the &eliverg of
Northern Slopcs. this Plan.

c) Increase the mcmbership of the Friends of the Northern
Slopes.

d) Encourage new members (especia“g young People) as
members of the NS| management core group; or as advisors to

the group.

e) Change the constitution of the NS, so that it reflects our
Values, awider geographical area of interest; and how we
responcl to wider issues such as health and social issues, climate

emergency, wildlife loss, etc.
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destination for

PCOPIC.

Priority 5 Planned Activitg
Ensure the Slopes a) Use activities in Prioritg 1 and 3 to ensure more People are
become a aware of the value of the Slopes to them.

b) Ensure with the Citg Council/ Bristol Waste that bins for litter
and dog poo are Provided across the the Slopes.

c) Explore making more of water features on the sloPes.

d) Produce crgstal clear on site maps for everyone.

e) Newand wclcoming accesses situated at all entrances.

b Improve and increase our online and social media presence.

g) More seating, Picnic tables, children’s Plag features and art
work on the Slopes.

h) Explore imProvements to accessibilitg across the site, so that

evergbodg can enjog the Slopes.

Produce leaflets and Postcrs that Promote the value to People
and wildlife of the Slopes, inclucling their Positive features and our

activities.

The Northern Slopes Initiative. weare local residents

and volunteers. Nobodg gets Paid, there are no freebies other than the satisfaction you

get from helpinggour communitg and neiglﬁbourhoocl. We give our time {:reelg to I‘ICIP

Protect and imProve the Slopes for the reasons in this Plan. Our purpose is to imProve

the Northern Slopes for everyboclg, its wildlife and general environment for current and

future generations, both loca”g and across Bristol.

As volunteers all our work is reliant upon Forming and maintaininggood and Positive

working relationships with local residents and community groups, Bristol City Coundil,

Iocal doctors anc] POliCC.
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This is wng our values are very important:

Passion: We will enthuse all residents and our Partners to get involved in the

Northern Slopes to achieve our vision.

lntegritg: We wi” act witn truth and honestg and we expect tne same trom those we
work with.

Open: We will work in an open and transparent manner, which encourages

accountabilit9 to local People and we expect all our Partners to do likewise.

Inclusive: Everyone is welcome to take part in our activities. We will listen, learn and
adapt to ensure evergbodg gets the oPPor‘tunitg to be involved in or

influence our work.

Volunteers nelp organise activities, tuncﬂraising, campaigns and Promotion. hcgou erjog
the Slopes, have time to spare, have ideas, and want to get involved we will have a l:)lace

for you. You can keep in toucn) find out more and get in touch here:

Facebook: nttps: //www.facebook.com/ groups /177126825777076/
Website: nttps: // www.nortnern~s|opcs~initiative.co.ul<

Email: enquiriesenorthern-slopes-initiative.co.uk

It’s all down to you.

Our success Is depenclent upon working with you because without your suPPort and
involvement we will not be able to achieve what we have set out in this Plan. You can take

the first steP in hclping us both shape and deliver this Plan bg:

—
.

Visiting the Slopes.

Getting involved in one of the activities on the Slopes.

Posting your support for our work on your social media.

Makinga financial contribution to our work itgou are able.

Inviting one of us to come along and talk to your group or organisation.

Joining our Facebook Group.

EE-NEV RN

Subscribing to our free Newsletter.
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From little acorns mightg oaks Zrow




